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Purpose of Collection Development Policy

The purpose of the Starlight Cove Elementary collection development policy is to build a collection of
library materials that encourages the values of the library's mission. Every decision made about the
content of the library materials to be collected or accessed will be made with the Starlight Cove
Elementary Media Collection Development mission statement in mind.

Background Statement & School Community

Startight Cove has a culturally and ethnically diverse student population representing different economic
backgrounds. We are a Tidle 1, PreK-5th grade school, with 92% of our student population on free or reduced
lunch. Qur demographics are as follows: (786 students enrolled) 9% White, 21% Black, 69% Hispanic, and 1%
mixed race. 46% of our student population is in the ELL program. The languages spoken at our school are
English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, Akateko, Bengali, Burmese, Chuj, Kanjobal, Mam, Norwegian, and Portuguese.
Student programs are in place for the large ESOL and ESE population. Starlight Cove adopted the STEM Magnet
program during the FY21 school year,

Teacher Recommendations

Communication with teachers to assess curticulum needs and recommendations for purchase is an important part
of the selection process. Since the Hbrary media collection is an integral part of the instructional and learning
process, the strength and value of the collection are ensured when teachers are actively involved in the selection
process.

Student and Parent Recommendations

Suggestions from students and parencs are also an imporrant part of the selection process. As students seek
information for curricular purposes or use as well as personal interest, students and parents are encouraged to
malke recommendations of specific resources or subject areas where information is needed.

Mission Statement

The mission of Statlight Cove Community Elementary School is to provide our students with a safe,
educationally stimulating, and positive learning environment, whereby the staff, parents and community
collaborate to ensure success for the diverse needs of every child, utilizing innovative teaching techniques and
instructional technology, as they strive to become productive members of society.

SDFBC Policy 8.12 (6.2) stipulates: “Each school shall, in conjunction with the "Library Bill of Rights”
(www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/statementsif/librarybilirights.htm) of the American Library Association
(ALA) and District policy, establish procedures for the evaluation, selection, management, and disposal of library
media materials in conformance with this policy and Policy 8.1205 and shall record such in the school's collection
development policy.”




Media Center Mission Statement

The Starlight Cove Elementary School Media Program is committed to excellence in education and the
preparation of all our students with the knowledge, skill and ethics required to become effective users of ideas and
information, The mission is to provide a collection of materials to implement, enrich and support the curriculum
and to meet the individual educational, emotional and recreational needs of the students, faculty and staff. The
.purpose of the school library media center is to provide developmentally appropriate instructional materials and
recreational materials so that each student has the potential to develop to the best of his or her ability, mentally
exploring the widest possible opporcunities. The collection should support the curriculum in all disciplines as
well as provide a common body of knowledge.

Educational Excellence
The library media program strengthens excellence in education through collaboratively planned instruction as
students engage in the process of reading, writing, listening, spelling, viewing and presenting.

Equitable outcomes for all groups of students

The library media program provides equal access to technology, resources, facilities and staff; components essential
for student success,

Promotion of diversity as a social strength

The library media program, by facilitating equal access to all points of view, multicultural resources, and global
connectivity, provides students the opportunity to develop individual strengths, beliefs, opinions and lifestyles
that foster participation in a democratic society.

The library media program offers students the opportunity to be self-directed learners and explorers in all areas of
learning,

Etbical foundations of bebavior

‘The library media program, by teaching ethical standards for scholarship with respect for intellectual freedom,
property, ideas and beliefs, fosters the development of ethical foundations of behavior.

The Library Media Center is dedicated to designing and maintaining a library media program that supports,
complements, and expands the instractional program of the school. The library media staff will:

. provide and promote extensive use of resources in multiple formats that are designed to meet the varying
needs of all learners in all aspects of the curriculumy

. provide a [earning environment which promotes inquiry;

stimulates intellectual curiosity;




- encourages pleasure reading,

. develops diverse interests for the enjoyment of life-long learning, and;

provide and promote instruction to prepare students to become independent users of libraries and

information resoutces,
The successful, self-aware learner should be able to:
. identify, plan, and use resources;
find and evaluate information;
organize and maintain information;
. interpret and communicate information;
' use computers and technology to process information;
. use technology to present information;

interact with a variety of rechnologies.

Responsibility for Collection Management & Development

The Media Specialist is responsible for the management of the collection and its development, Annual
faculty surveys are conducted to get input as to what they would like to have for student access. An
ongoing running list of student input for book ordering is in place. Administration is responsible for
input for books to be added to the Professional Library section. Students and parents are encouraged
to male recommendations of specific resources or subject areas where information is needed.

Library Program

The Media Center is on a fixed schedule with six classes rotating through each day on a Fine Arts
wheel, Students in different grade levels work on lessons created by cthe Media Specialist largely
through technology such as Lumio. Students check out books during their media class. Looking
forward, the media center would like to support a reading program such as Reading Counts! to
support student motivation. We would also like to join the Battle of the Books program.




Goals and Objectives
Starlight Cove Elementary Media Center: FY24 SMART GOALS

Goal 1: Stast the weeding process throughout the entire library. The goal will be to use budget monies allotted by
the state and the school to replace the weeded books with books containing up-to-date information. We will
increase the average age from 1999 to 2000, The focus will be on the adding of new books in alf areas of the
library. All sections were identified by TitleWise as having an average age of 25 years old.

Goal 2: The Starlight Cove Media Center will increase circulation in grades 3-5 by 25%. In FY23, due to new
procedures students were allotted two books per visit. Students in grades 3-5 will be allotted three books per visit
in FY24. {more books per student will be allowed if we are allotted a media clerk).

Goal 3: The Starlight Cove Media Center Program will start 2 new Reading Program for FY24. T am looking to
include the new version of Reading Counts known as ReadnQuiz, Students who read for 2 purpose and use text
to answer questions tend to have higher reading achievement.

Budget and Funding

The Starlight Cove Media Center is given a School Operating Budget annually, We also receive State
Categorical funds (3070) to purchase library books, The Media Specialist is also allotted a dollar
amoumnt through Class Wallet annually. If a Scholastic Book Fair is held, Scholastic Dollars are earned
to spend on library books.

The Media Center is given a school-based operating budget at the beginning of every school year.
Starfight Cove Elementary School administration uses a formula to dispetse the appropriated funds.
The budget for the 2023 - 2024 school year is expected to be similar to the 2022-2023.

2023-2024 (FY24) projected budget amounts

School Based Operating Budget Fy23 FY24
Budget Projected

Budget

Account 55110 - Meelia Supplies 1300.00 1300,00

Aecount 553420 - Media Subscriptions 0

Acconnt 561100 - Media Pooks 975.00 1000.00

Account 562230 - Media A/V Equipment 0

Fundraising/ Gvants 888.51




Media Center Internal Account number (get this from 5.1700.00
your bookkeeper)
State Media Allocation
Account 556110 (program 3070) - Media Books 1813.00 1800.00




Plan 2023-2024 . |
Approximate Purchasing Plan
Purpose Amount
Books 4000.00
Supplies 500,00
Furniture, Fixtures, Equipment 500.00
AV 400.00
Total: $ 5400.00

Scope of the Collection

The collection development is focused on the curriculum of Starlight Cove Community Elementary School,
which follows the guidelines of the School District of Palm Beach County, which in turn are governed by the
Department of Education of the State of Florida,

According to best practices for school libraries in the United States, the print and non-print collection at Starlight
Cove Community Elementary School is acranged by the Dewey Decimal Classification System. The Fiction
section was separated into genre sections during the FY20 school year, This allows students to quickly access
fiction books in the genre they enjoy and allows exploration of new genres. Additional resources are provided by
district-wide subscriptions to electronic information databases as well as eBooks through the student Portal.

Through affiliation with the public library system, The Florida Electronic Library, and Destiny Discover, the
Starlight Cove Community School library is able to extend its collection o provide any major resoutce needed by
a patron. There is access to over 300 fiction and nonfiction electronic books available to families using Destiny
Discover ot the student portal to gain access to MackinVia,

The library media collection includes all the resources available in the school library media center along with all
those that students, faculty and administrators can access through interlibrary loan. Three types of collection
maps can provide the staff and advisory committee with comprehensive information to direct short-term
purchases and long-range planning. Collection mapping is the process of examining the quantity and quality of
your collection and identifying its strengths and weaknesses, A collection map is a visual supplement to the
automated catalog system that graphically displays the breadth and depth of the collection. The collection is
mapped using the Follett TitleWise Collection analysis.
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The collection will contain a wide variety of print and non-print materials that are appropriate for different ability
fevels and learning styles. It will:

1. Support the instructional school program, curriculum and objectives.

2. Provide information resources for all areas of knowledge.

3. Meet the intellectual, personal, and recreational needs of the students.

4, Suppott the professional needs of faculty and administrators.

5. Introduce new instructional technologies into the learning environment.

6. Support the needs of families by maintaining a collection of books and materials that can be checked
out and used at home,

The collection will be maintained at approximately ten items per pupil, with sufficient audiovisual equipment to
meet teacher needs.

Collection Development

The process of Coflection Development is providing quality materials and equipment for the library
media center. The purpose of collection development is to ensure the collection has information
sources in adequate quantity and variety to support student’s academic and personal interest needs.
The input of administration, teachers, students, parents, and stakeholders is led by the media
specialist,

Selection and Evaluation Criteria

Criteria for Selection

Materials considered for purchase or accessed through Interlibrary Loan or the Internet are selected on the basts of
one or more of the following criteria along with School District Policy.

v firsthand examination by a library media professional
o educational significance

need and value to the collection/course
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guality of the writing/production

readability level
organization and presentation of content
relationship to the conrse of study and curviculum
reputation of the publisher/producer
reputation and significance of the anthor/artist/producer, ¢t al
timeliness and permanence
guality of format
degree of potential user appeal
< valid, accurate, objective, up-to-date and appropriate information
literary style

The following professional resources are available to assist the Starlight Cove Community Elementary School
Media Specialist in the selection process; however, selection is not limited to the use of these tools.

Reviewing Media:
Booklist School Library Journal  ALA Notable Children’s Books ~Multicultural Review  Horn Book

District-Wide Procedures for Selecting and Developing Library Cellections
Who Makes the Selection

1. Each book made available to students through this School District’s library media
centers must be selected by a school district employee who holds a valid educational media specialist certificate, regardless of
whether the book is purchased, donated, or otherwise made available to students.




11
2. In HereFurther, employees holding a valid educational media specialise certificate must also have
completed the required Florida Department of Education training once it is available and by law must be
developed by January 1, 2023,

3. In addition, the person selecting the books is employed at that school location or if 2 qualified person
is not employed at the school, by another District employee with these qualifications.

4, For resources needing additional review by District Libraty Media Services, school-based certified
library media specialists or principal designee will use PBSD 2671 to solicit additional input.

5. Consultadon with stakeholdess is required which is accomplished by the following:

a. Any community stakeholders may provide consultation on selections via the list of LMS$
Selections for the current school year at Active Book Orders.

b, On the date of the requested purchase or acceptance of libraty media center matetials, the
Dristrice will provide an email or text notice to current members of the Board’s Academic
Advisory Committee (Policy 1.097) that thete are new materials under consideration, the link
to find the list of materials, and the deadline(s) for submitting questions or comments.

c. Sukeholders with questions or concerns are directed to the following email address:
librarymediaservices@palmbeachschools.org, for sending their feedback to be reviewed by the
District Library Media Services for consideration.

d.  Selections may be purchased or accepted 72 hours after posting for book fair materials and
wwo weeks after posting for all other purchases or donations.

Criteria for Selection
1. All book selections must meet these criteria:

a. Free of pornography and material prohibited under Florida Statute 847.012 [harmful to
minors}.
b. Suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented.
The content is o be appropriate for cthe grade level and age group for which the materials are used or
made available. The District shall rely on any State Board of Education Rules, if they exist, to
determine what is age appropriate.
2, In developing library media center collections consulration of reputable, plofessmna]!y recognized
reviewing periodicals is required, if available, after a documented diligent search,
3. These periodicals are print or non-print media including video footage that have been favorably
reviewed by two or more professional sources, if available, after a documented diligent search, suchi as a School
Library Journal, Hors Book, Booklist, Association for Library Service to Children, Kirkus, Young Adult
Library Services Association, and/or Children’s Catalog.

4, Library media center collections will be based on veader interest, support of state academic standards
and aligned curriculum, and the academic needs of students and faculty.
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Subject to the required statutory criteria stated above, additional selection criteria apply:

A choice of materials that support the instructional program and promote reading shall be available to
students and professional staff to allow for varying achievement levels, interests, and teaching/learning
styles, Fach school shall, in con;unctlon with E'.ht. "Library Bill of Rights"

3 nifr ! arybill} of the American Library Association ("ALA"),
S'cate Statute, and Dlsmct pohcy, eembhsh ploaedm es for the evaluation, selection, management, and
disposal of library media materials in conformance with this policy and Policy 8.1205 and shall record
such in the school'’s collection development plan,
The "Library Bill of Rights” referenced herein is to be used as a suggested guideline. To the extent that
there are inconsistencies between the guidelines in the “Library Bill of Rights” and State Statute, or
District policy, State Statute and Districe policy shall take precedence and shall govern the selection,
recention and disposition criteria of library media materials for library media centers and classrooms.
Selection of materials shall alse be consistent with the provisions in the School Board's collective
bargaining agreement with CTA relating to academic freedom and responsibilities--Article 11,
Section K--to the extent those provisions are applicable.
Moreover, consistent with Fla. Stat, § 1006.28 (2) (a) 2, library media materials must be suited to
student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented.
Any library media material containing pornography or otherwise prohibited by Fla Stat. § 847.012 as
harmful to minors may noc be used or made available within any public school.

The materials selected for schools are intended to support instruction, promote reading, further the
pursuit of knowledge through research and exploration, and provide information literacy experiences
of educational significance for class groups, individual students, teachers and administrators. Within
budgetary constraints, the intent is to provide an adequate number and range of library media
materfals and resources in 2 variety of formats that are appropriate, timely, and essential to the
attainmenc of specified educational objectives subject to District policy. Library media materials are to
represent the diverse cultures,

ethnic groups, languages and religious beliefs of the community and that are free of bias, stereotypes,
distortions, and prejudices.

Within budgetary constraints, collections shall contain a comprehensive collection of materials

and equipment, in a varicty of media formats that are accessible to students during the school

day, to:

i.  Promote the development of lifelong reading habits and information literacy skills in
students;

ii. Provide a broad background of information resontces in areas of knowledge;

iil. Support the general educational goals of the District and the objectives of specific courses,
including marterials that represent diverse points of view in order that young citizens may
develop, under guidance, the practice of critical analysis of media and intellectual integrity in
forming judgments;

iv. Meet the personal needs and interests of students, including materials that: nureure the

development of recreational reading/listening/ viewing, cultural appreciation, and aesthetic

12
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values; represent the many religious, racial, ethnic, linguistic, and cultural groups in our
society and reflect their contributions to the heritage and culture of our civilization; foster
respect for the diverse roles available to women and men in today's society; and provide access
to materials in heritage language as stipulated by the META agreement.

V. Support the professional needs of teachers and administrators; and

vi. Introduce new instructional echnologies into the learning environment.

h. Other criteria to consider it the selection process include:

i. EDUCATIONAL SIGNTFICANCE, -- Material is valuable to an individual course of
study or to the library media collection; the degree to which the material would be
supplemented and explained by mature classroom instruction.

il. APPROPRIATENESS. -- Material is geared to the age, maturity, diverse interests, and
learning levels of students for whom it is intended. Reading levels and Lexiles are considered
to provide a range of material that challenges the student and guides their selection process.

iil. ACCURACY. - Nonfiction information is cotrect, recent, and objective.

iv. LITERARY MERIT. -- Fiction that has a noteworthy plo, setting,
charactetization, style and theme.

v. SCOPEL. ~ Content is covered adequately to achieve its intended purpose.

vi, AUTHORITY. -- The author, editor, or producer has a superior reputarion for producing
materials of this nature,

vii. SPECIAL FEATURES, - The item has maps, charts, graphs, glossaries, and/or other
learning aids that support the content, ate unique or are vahuable.

-TRANSLATION INTEGRITY. -- Material translated from one language to another
maintains the stylistic characteristics of the original ARR ANGEMENT. - Concepts are
presented in a logical sequence and in a way that assurcs learning,

ix, TREATMENT. -- Typeset, visuals, style, and/or medium captures and holds the

student's attention.

x. TECHNICAL QUALITY. -- Sound is clear and audible; visuals project clearly.

xi. AESTHETIC QUALITY. - Material is superior to similar items in
ateractiveness and presencation of content.

xii. POTENTIAL DEMAND. -- Item has particular timeliness or popular appeal.

xivDURABILITY. -- Material has the potental for frequent use or is of a nature
that it will be considered consumable.

xv. COPYRIGHT. - Library media matetials used in a school shall be procured and used in
accordance with federal, seate and District copyright laws, rules, and policies as referenced in
School Board Policy 8.121.

xvi. GRAPHIC NOVELS AND PERIODICALS. - In addition to the above criteria, all pictures

are to be reviewed for appropriateness prior to placing the graphic novel ar periodicals into

forsy

vii

circulation.




Removal of Materials

1, Library Media Materials are subject to regular removal or discontinuance of books based on, st a
mininram, physical condition, rate of recent circulation, alignment to state academic standards and relevance to
curriculum, out-of-date content, and required removal pursuant to School Board Policy 81205 Objection
Procedures for Library Media Materals.

2. In addition to regular review, removal, or discontinuance by a school library media specialist, the
Superintendent or designee, even without an Objection or challenge, has the authority to remove library media
materials based on statutory considerations. The basis for the removal shall be documented,

3 “The District will restrict access to school library media and reading list materials from students in grade
Kindergarten through Grade Three if such materials instruct on sexual orientation or gender identity because
HB 1557 (2022) prohibits such instruction.

Oversight for Compliance

1. School principals are responsible for oversecing compliance with school district procedures for
sclecting school library media center materials at the school to which they are assigned.

2, Support toward compliance is available when the assigned school library media specialist(s)
attend professional development/training hosted by the District Library Media Services.

3. Annually, the District requires using the selection criteria and the removal criteria referenced in
these procedures to have fibrary media speciafists evaluate their collection in order to write a School
Collecdion Development Plan to enhance their individual library programs that align to the District
required components. They will share that plan with both their principal and District Library Media
Services. Once the plan is approved, the school will post the school’s plan on the school website, District
Library Media Services will offer annual eraining on this process.

. The School Collection Development Plan will include: School Mission Statement, Library Mission Statement,
Purpose of the Collection Development Plan, School Community Description, Description of Your Library
Program, Budget and Funding, Scope of Collection, Collection Development, Gifts and Donations,
Coliection Maintenance, Challenged Matetials, and Goals and Objectives.

14




Collection Analysis
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The collection is developed for and influenced by students, their interests, academic needs and alignment to the
curriculum. The data below is a snapshot of the collection based on a Titlewise Analysis.

Iterns m thc Collectmn L

197

Items per Student

5%

Fxctlon Titlesinthe

Coﬂectmn '

39% _
Percent of nonﬁctlon in the
collc(_tlou ’

Library media resources are curated to
include both recently published works and
classics that both rightfully impact the
average age of the collection,

sxhvrach

1998
Average Age of the Collection

78%
Aged Titles

5%

Newer than 5 Years

. Library media résources should be representative of the school, © -

Skﬂls for Llﬁ.long Lt,arnmg ( SLL) hbrary medla rcsomces

e can contnbute to character dcvciopment

Siin Colléction

Represcntatlvc'T1tles R

' 2000” | B
SLL Tltles in Collectmn

Rﬁpresentatlve T1t1 |
___Aver_a_ge Agg s

34%

”'2000
SLL Tltle.s Average Age




16
Collection Analysis By Category

The information collected in this section provides 2 detailed look at the current library collection by classification and gente.
The information was gathered from Follett Destiny, the library management system, and Titlewave, the vendor’s ordering
and analysis tool.

 Scetion - # of Titles . Avcrage Age (year)

Computer Science, Information & 41 2015
General Works

Philosophy & Psychology 43 2012
Religion 4l 1997
Social Sciences 1154 1996
Language 242 1993
Science 1777 2000
Technoelogy 715 | 2001
Arts & Recreatlon 678 2006
Literature 411 . 1996
History & Geography 947 1999
Biography 794 1999
Easy 4415 1996
General Fiction 3829 2000
Graphic Novels 277 2006

Gifts and Donations

Any books gifted or donated to the school must meet the same selection criteria as all other materials.
No materials will be added to the collection if they are out-of-date or age-inappropriate material
simply because they were donated. All gifts and donations must follow the same processes as new book
orders.
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Inventory will be completed on a three-year rotation as per Board Policy 8.12 (5). FY22 - Nonfiction
and Easy, FY23 - Fiction and Biography, FY24 - Reference.

Strategic Focus — Weeding and Acquisitions

School Year Strategic '_F()cus

2023-2024 Selection Priorities
®  Biography
s  Lasy

& Genperal Fiction
[nventory/ Weeding Priorities
e Reference
s  Nenfiction
& Literature
2024-2025 Selection Priorities
¢ Language
e Social Science
e Literature
Inventory/ Weeding Priorities

e Fasy

e TFictlon
2025-2026 Selection Priorities

¢ Fiction

#  Language
Toventory/ Weeding Priorities
¢ DBiography
s Professional
s lasy

Reconsideration of Materials

The Appendix includes: Board Policy 8.125 on challenged materials. Starlight Cove will follow Policy 8.125
should a book be challenged.




Appendix A

LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas
and that the following basic policies should guide their services.

I

II.

IL.

v,

VL

Books and other iibrary resources should be provided for the interest, information, and
enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be
excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their
creation,

Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on
curtent and historical issues, Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of
partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to
provide information and enlightenment.

Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting

the abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.

A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin,
age, background, or views.

Libraries that make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve
should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of r.he beliefs or

affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use,

Adopted June 19, 1939.
Amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; February 2, 1961; June 27,
1967; and January 23, 1980;

inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996, by the ALA Council

18




Appendix B

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
THE FREEDOM TO READ STATEMENT

The freedom to read is guaranteed by the Constitution. Those with faith in free people will stand firm
on these constitutional guarantees of essential rights and will exercise the responsibilities that

accompany these rights.

We therefore affirm these propositions:
1 It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest
diversity of views and expressions, including those that are unorthodox, unpopular, or
considered dangerous by the majority, 2. Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to
endorse every idea o presentation they make avaslable. It would conflict with the public interest
Jor them to establish their own political, moral, or aesthetic views as a standard for determining
what should be published ov cireulated,

3. It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to bar access to
writings on the basis of the personal bistory or political affiliations of the auntbor.
4, There is no place in our sociery for ¢fforts to cocree the taste of vthers, to confine

adults to the reading matter deemed suitable for adolescents, or to inbibit the efforts of

writers to achicve artistic expression.

5. It is ot tn the public interest to force a reader to accept the prefudgment of a label
characterizing any expression or its author as subversive or dangerous.

6, Itisthe responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people’s freedom to
read, to contest encroachments upon that freedom by individnals or groups seeking to impose
theiy own standards or tastes upon the community at large; and by the government whenever it
seeks to reduce or deny public access to public information. '

7. Itis the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full meaning to the freedom to
read by providing books that envich the guality and diversity of thought and expression. By

the exercise of this affirmative responsibility, they can demonstrate that the answer to a "bad”
book 15 2 good one, the answer o a "bad” idea is 4 good one.

This statenent was originally issued in May of 1953 by the Westchester Conference of the
American Library Association and the Ametican Book Publishers Council, which in 1970
consolidated with the American Educational Publishers Institute to become the Association of
American Publishers,

19
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Adopted Junc 25, 1953; revised January 28, 1972, January 16, 1991, July 12, 2000, June 30, 2004, by
the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read Commitree,

First Amendment of the Bill of Rights to the United States Constitution CONGRESS SHALL
MAKE NO LAW RESPECTING AN ESTABLISHMENT OF RELIGION, OR
PROHIBITING THE FREE EXERCISE THEREOF; OR ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM OF
SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS; OR THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE PEACEABLY TO
ASSEMBLE, AND TO PETTTION THE GOVERNMENT FOR A REDRESS OF
GRIEVANCES.

‘The Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution was ratified on December 13, 1791 Endorsed

by the Board of Library Trustees: August 24, 2009, October 22, 2012, August 22, 2016




Appendix C

Book School Board Policies

Section Ch. 8. Cursteulum and Instruction

Title Selection of Library Media Center Materfals and Reading List Magerials
Code 812

Status Active

Adopred December 27, 2022

Last Revised January 24, 2018

Last Reviewed Januazry 24, 2018

Prior Revised Dates 218/ 725 476/83; 2/20/85; 6/16/99; 5/7/2008; 1/24/2018; 12/27/2022

Policy 8.12 - Sclection of Library Media Centor Materials and Reading List Materials

1,

i

w

Adequate Library Media Matevials.-- Library media materials for the schaol’s Library Media Center, including print, non-print, serials
[periodicals], electronic resources, computer software, video inages, films, and instructional television programs, represent fundamental resources
selected for schools to suppost inseruction, promote reading, further the pursait of knowledge through research and exploration, and provide
information Jiceracy experlences of educational significance for class groups, individual students, teachers and administrators. It is the shared
responsibility of the State, District, and school, within budgetary constraints, to provide an adecuate number and range of lihrary media materlals and
tesolrces in 4 variery of formats that are appropriate, timely, and essential to the aceainment of specified educational abjectives subject to District
policy. It is also the resposnsibility of the State and District and school to provide library media materials that represent the diverse cultures, ethnic
groups, languages and religious beliefs of the community and that are free of bias, stereotypes, distortions, and prejudices.

Reading List Materials, Reading list materials are recommended or assigned materials school- wide or grade level.

Purpose.~ The Board believes that the selection of libraty media materials and reading lise materials is within its jurisdiction purswant to relevant
statutory and constitutional Jaws, The library media center, within budgetaty constraings, shall contain a comprehensive collection of materials and
squipment, in a varety of media formats that are accessible to students during the school day, to:

a. Promote the development of lifelong reading habits and information literacy skills in sendents;

b, Provide s broad background of information resources in areas of knowledge;

c. Support the general educational goals of the District and the objectives of specific courses, including materials that represent diverse points
of view in order that young citizens may develop, under guidance, the practice of critical analysis of media and intellectual integrity in
forming judgments;

d. Meet the personal needs and interests of students, including materials that: nurare the development of recreational reading/listening/
viewing, cultueal appreciation, and aesthetic valires; represent the many religious, racial, ethnic, linguistic, and culeural groups in our
soclety and reflect their coneributions to the heritage and culture of our civilization; foster respect for the diverse roles available to women
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and men in today's society; and provide access to marertals in herfrage language as stipolated by the META agreement,

¢, Suppert the professional needs of teachers and administrators; and

f. Introduce new instructional technologies into the learning environment.

4. Choice.- Library media materials are available to students and seaff as oprional resources and are usually not mandatory reading as is the case with
texthook instructional materials,

Library medfa chat is sensitive or mature may not be appropriate for all readers in 2 schoof but remains a part of the collection to address the
needs of some of the reading community if it meets the selection erveria of the school, Educatars and Hbrary media specialists should be
sensitive to the reading level, belief system, interest level and maturity level of stodents when helping male selections for individuals, reading
alond to groups, or when having whole class participation in a reading project. I a parent or adult student states a reasonable objection to
librazy reading material assigned to a class, comparable instruction will be made available for the student through an alternate reading
assignment without penalty,

5. Use of Library Media Materials Allocation.— School principals are responsible for ensuring that operating budget and state categorical funds are
used vo purchase library media maverials thae reinforce instruction and stimulate leisure reading for the students enrolled ax the grade level(s) for which
the materials ure designed and to effectively communicate to parents the manner in which macerials are used to implement the curricalum of the schaol
under Fla. Stat, § 1006.40.

6. Management of Library Media Materials.— Following practice and precedent, the school filraty media centers in Palm Beach County will arcange
media and materials according co the Dewey Decimal Classification System. Library media materials acequired with funds from the General
Appropriation Act of the State of Florida are to be cataloged and inventoried as part of the library media collection. Library media marverials may be
inventoried in one to three year cycles.

7. Selection,-- HB 1467 (2022), amending Fla. Stat. § 1006.28 provides sclection requirements,
a. Initial Review Process
i “Each book made avatlable to students through # school diserict library media center or included in 2 recommended or assigned
school or prade-level reading st must be sglecred by a schood district employee who holds a valid educational media specialist

certificare, rggardless of whether the hook is purchag nated, ot otherwise made avatlable to studengs.”

H. For resoueces needing additonal review by District Library Media Services, schoal-based certified Hbracy media speciubists or
principal designee will use PBSD 2671, attached hereto and incorporated as part of this policy, to solicit additional input,

b. The School Board is herein adopting “procedures for developing fibrary media center collections” and shall “post the procedures” on each
schaol’s website within the Disericy,

1
¢ Each elementary school must “publish an its website, in a searclable format prescribed by dhe
[Florida Department of Edweation], a st of all matetials maintined in the school library nredia center {as defined by SBER 6A-7.0713,
tncluding classroom fibraries) or required as patt of 4 school or grade-level reading list.”

d. Per HB 1467 (2022}, § 1006.28 {2) (d), these procedures for developing library media center collections must:
(21

i. “Require that boolk selections meet the criteria in s, 1006.40(3) (d).”

[3)
fi. Require consultation of repurable, professionally recognized reviewing periodicals if available

4}

after 2 documented diligent seavch, and school community stakeholders,

iitl. “Provide for library media center collections based on reader Interest, suppott of state academic standards and alipned cuntcolum,
and the scademic needs of students and faculty.”

iv. “Provide for the regular remowal or discontinnance of books based on, at a minimuymm, physical condition, race of recene
citculacion, alignment to state academic standards and relevancy to
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[s)

curricubim, out-of-date content, and required removal pursuant w subparagraph (a) 2.

In addition to regular review, removal, or discontinuance by a school library medla specialist, the Superintendent or designee,
even without an Objection or challenge, has the authority to remove library media materials or materials on reading lists based on
statutory considerations. The basis for the removal shall be documented. Removal procedures regarding an Objection are based
on Statute and/or School Board Policy 8.1205 Objection Procedures for Instructlonal Materials,

e. ‘The District may restrict access to school libtary media and reading lst materials from students in grade Kindergarten through Grade Three if
such matertals instruct on sexual orientation or gender identity becanse HB 1557 (2022) prohibits such instruction,

8. Additional Selection Criteria

a.

£

Matetials for use in school media centers or classroom library collections shall be carefully selected subject to the requirements stated above in
Paragraph 7, A choice of macerfals that support the instructional program and promsote reading shall be avaitable to students and professional
staff vo allow for varying achievement levels, Interests, and teaching/learning styles. Each school shall, in conjunetion with the "Library Bjll of
Rights” (https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedony/librarybill) of the American Library Association ("ALA"), State Statute, and District
policy, follow District proceduses for the evaluation, selection, management, and disposal of library media materials in conformance with this
Policy and Policy 8.1205. Annually, the District requires using the selection criteria and the remaoval eriteria refesenced in this Policy to have
library media spectalists evaluate cheir collection in order to write a School Collection Development Plan to enhance their individual library
programs that align to the Distrler required

components, . 'They will shate that plan with both their principal and Districe Library Media Services.
Onge the plan Is approved, the school will post the school’s plan on the school websive. District Library Media Services wilk offer annual
training on this process.
"The "Library Bill of Riglts" referenced Lerein is to be used as a suggested guideline, To the exeent that there are Inconsistencies between
the guidelines in the “Library Bill of Rights” and State Statnte, or District policy, State Statute and District policy shall rake precedence
and shall govern the selection, retention and disposition criteria of library media materials for library media centers and classrooms,
Selection of materfals shall also be consistent with the provisions in the School Board's collective bargalning agreement with CTA relating ro
acaclemic freedom and responsibilities--Article 1L Section K--to the extent those provisions are applicable.
Morteover, consistent with Fla, Stat. § 1006.28 (2) (2) 2, lbrary media maverials must be suited to student needs and their ability o
comprehend the material presented.
In conjunction with the selection criveria above, employees holding a valid edneational media spectalist centificate (with the required
wraining once it is available as stated in Paragraph 10 below) at each school location or if a qualified person is not employed at the school, by
another District employee with these qualifications, shall evaluate and select print and non-print macerials for the Ebracy media center using
several of the criteria outlined below, as appropriate for the media type. Any Hbrary media materjal contalning pornography or
otherwise prohibited by Fla Stat. § §47.012 as harmful to minors may not be used or made available within any public scheol.
Addiional criteria used in evaluating and selecting all materials include:
i. EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE, - Material is valuable to an individual course of study or to the library
media collection; the degree to which the material would be supplemented and explained by mature classroom
instruction,

il. APPROPRIATENESS. - Material is geared to the age, marurity, diverse interests, and learning levels of
students for whom it is incended. Reading levels and Lexile’s are considered to provide a range of material that
challenges the student and guides their selection process.

iil. ACCURACY, - Nonfiction information Is cotrecr, recent, and objective,
iv. LETERARY MERIT. - Fiction that has a noteworthy plot, setting, characterization, style and theme,
v. SCOPE. -- Content is covered adequarely to achieve its intended purpose.

vl AUTHORITY. - The author, editor, or producer has a superior reputation for producing matedals of this
nature,

vil, SPECIAL FEATURES. - Theitem has maps, charts, graphs, glossaries, and/or other learning aids that
support the content, are unigue or are valnable.
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vill. TRANSLATION INTEGRITY. -- Material translated from one language to another matnraing the stylistic
characteristics of the original,




xi.

xii.

xiii,

xlv,

Xv,

Xvi.

9. Compliance

ARRANGEMENT. -- Conceprs are presented in a logical sequence and in a way that assures learning,
TREATMENT. - Typeset, visuals, style, and/or medium captures and holds the student's attention,
TECHNICAL QUALITY. - Sound is clear and audible; visuals project clearly.

AESTHETTC QUALITY. -- Material is superior to similar items in attractiveness and presentation of content,
POTENTIAL DEMAND, -- Irem has particular timeliness or popular appeal.

DURABILITY. ~ Material has the potential for frequent use or is of a nature that it will be considered
consumable,

COPYRIGHT.~ Library media materials used in a school shall be procured and used in accordance with
federal, state and District copyright Jaws, rules, and policles as referenced In School Board Pollcy £.121.

GRAPHIC NOVELS AND PERIODICALS.— In addition to the above eriteria, all pictures are 1o be
reviewed for appropriareness prior to placing the graphic novel or pertodical into cireulation.

a. Per HB 1467 (2022), school principals are responsible for oversceing compliance with school district procedures for selecting school
library media center materials at the school e which they are assigned.

b, Support coward compliance is available when the assigred school library media specialist(s) attend professional development/aining
hosted by the District Library Media team,

10, The Florida Deparument of Education (FL DOE) is developing an online training program by January 1, 2023 for schoof librarians, media speciafists,
and other personnel involved in the selection and maintenance of library media and collections or materials maintalned on a reading list, These persons
must complote this training once it is available before reviewing and selecting age appropriate materials, reading list materials, and fibrary resources,

11. DPer Fla. Stat, § 1006.29 {6), no later than July 1, 2023, and annually chereafter, the Supertntendent must certify to the FL DOE that all school
ltbrarians and media speciatises emplayed by the District have completed the FL DOE online training program.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY:

LAWS IMPLEMENTED:

HISTORY:

Fla, Scat. §§ 12081 (1) (a); 1001.32(2); 1001.411), (2), &
{5) 1001.42.

Fla. Stat, §5 1001.32(2); 1001.42.(2), (9) (13), & (19)a);
1001.43(2) & (3); 1006.28; 1006.40; 1006.41; 847.012,

2/18/72; 4/6/83; 2/20/85; 6/16/99; 5/7/2008; 1/24/2018; 1272712022
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RELATED POLICIES:

Dolicy 8.1205 - Objection Procedures for Instructional Materials, Library Media Marerials, and Supplemental Classroom Materials, including reading Lists

B The Districe shall rely on any State Board of Education Rule designation of an elementary school,

1 "This Stature staces that the materials must be: “1. Free of pornography and marerlal prohibited under s. 847,012 [hatmful to minors]. 2. Suited to student needs
and thetr ability to comprehend the material presented and Appropriate for the grade level and age group for which the materials are used or made
available.” The District shall rely on any State Board of Education Rules, if they exist, to determine what is age appropriate.

i These periedicals are print or non-print media including video footage that have been favorably reviewed by two or more professional sources, if
available after 4 documented diligent search, such as a School Library Journal, Horn Book, Booklist, Association for Library Service to Children, Kirkus, Youung
Adule Library Services Association, and/or Children’s Catalog.

M Any community stakeholders may provide consultation on selections via the fist of LMS Selectons for the current school year at

hitpsy/ Awwew, palmbeachschools.org/students_parents/school_library_media_center_resources/_active_book_orders then click on Active T.MS Book Orders, On
the date of the requested purchase or acceptance of lihrary media center materials, the Districe will provide an email or text notice to current members of the
Board’s Academic Advisory Commitcee (Policy 1.097) that there are new materials under consideration, the link to find the list of materials, and the deadline(s)
for submitting questlans or comments, Srakeholders with questions or concerns are directed to the following emall address:

[ibrarymediaserviccsapalmbeachschools.org , for sendiog their feedback to be reviewed by the Districe Library Media team for consideration. Selections may be

putchased or accepred 72 howrs after posting For book fair materials and ewo weeks after posting for all other purchases or donations,

B Subparagrapl (a) (2) relates ro School Board Policy 8.1205 Objection Procedures for Library Media Marerials.

tek The School Collection Development Plan will include: School Mission Statement, Library Mission Statement, Purpose of the Collection Development
Ptan, School Community Description, Descriptton of Your Library Program, Budget and Funding, Scope of Collection, Collection Development, Gifts and
Daonations, Collection Maintenance, Challenged Materlals, and Goals and Objectives.
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Appendix D

Book School Baard Policies
Seetlon Ch. 8. Curticulum and Instruction
Title Objection Procedures for Instructional Materials, Library Media Materials, and Supplemental Classtoom Materials,

including Reading Lises

Code 8.1205

Staius Active

Adopred Noverlber 34, 20272
Last Revised Januarey 24, 2018 Prior
Revised Dates 5/7/2008; 1/24/2018

Policy 8,1205 - Objection Procedures for Instructional Materials, Library Media Materials, and Supplemental Classroom Materials, including
Reading Lists

This Policy does notapply to the 30-day post-adoption challenges to specific instructional materfals by parents or County residents in compliance with Fla, Stat. §
1006.28(1) (2} (3). The procedures to follow for those challenges are cutlined In School Board Policy 8.122, subparagraph (3){g).

In additton, the Superintendent or designee, even without an objection or challenge, has the authority to remove instructional matexials, library media materiats,
supplemental classtoom materials on reading list based on statutory considerations, "T'he basis for the remaoval shall be decumented.

This Policy implements Fla. Sear. § 1006.28 (2)(4)2 refating to: objections by parents ot this County’s residents to: a) instructional materials more than 30 days after
adoption of instructional materlals and b): library media materials, including reading lists, and non-adopted classroom materials. The procedures to follow for
those challenges are outlined below; however, a parent or a resident of this County has the option to speak and proffer evidence at the Board hearing on adopting
Inscructional materials and the Board adoption meeting without having folfowed she procedures befow.

L Grievance Procedures Concerning Cose Instruceional Materials, Library Media Matetials, Reading Lists, and Supplemental Classroom
Instructional Materials

a. The Superintendent or his/her designee Is authotized co adminiswer the following procedures in accordance with federal and seate Jaw.

b. Any resident of Paim Beach County, or emancipated student or parent of a child attending public school in Paln Beach County may file an
objection with a school o the Beard Clerk concerning the use of or content in instructional materials, library media materials, and supplemental
classroom matetials, including reading lists,

¢. The parent or resident will be provided the opportunity wo proffer evidence on the grounds staved wichin Fla. Stat. § 1006.28(2)(aX(2), relating to
instructional materials, library media macerials, and supplemental classroom mazerials, including reading lists.

d. Challenged marerials may be removed from use in the school where the objection was initiaced after the procedures of this Policy have been




compieted or if it is agreed by the Districe ar any of these stages, Per Fla, Stat. § 16006.28{2)(a)(2), if the School Board “finds chat an instructionat
material does not meet the evitetia undler sub-subparagraph a, or that any other material cantains prohibited content under sub- subparagraph b.,
the school district shall discontinue use of the material for any grade level or age group for which such use is inappropriate or unsuitable.”

Objections filed by & parent or emancipated student shall be heard in the school in which that student is cegistered. If the parent has childven at
different schools in Palm Beach County, then the abjection must specify which school(s) the objection pertains to and it will be heard in
that/those scheol(s). If the objecting party is not the parent: of a child in the Schae! District, the objection will be assigned to the uppropriate
school within the boundaty cotrespending to the residence of the objecting party for review if the material is located at that school o to the
school in close proximity where the material is locared.

2. School Level: Informal Complaine

b.

Any complaint arising out of the usc of a material in a school shall be registered in writing with the principal of the school. Within five school days
af the recelpt of the complaint, the principal and/or his/her designee and the appropriate stalf member{s) shall meet with the complainant to
explain;

{. the school’s selection procedures for these materials;

#i, the criteria used for the selecrion of these mareelals;
itl, she role that the niaterial in question has in the school's curriculum ox library media center or elassroon: collection; aund
iv, whatever additional information is deemed needed regarding the item’s vse,

[f the complainant is not savisfied with che explanations and desires to Ale a formal complaing, the formal procedures below shall be followed.

3, School Level: Formal Complaint

a.

As stated in Policy 8.122, objections to instructional materials and Supplenental Classroom Marterlals, including Reading Lists, shall be filed on
form PBSD 2569 (Perition to Object/Objection to Tnstructional Materials), which i part af this policy and incorporated hercin as pare of this
Policy, The form: can be found on the District’s forms website at: hreps:

b. For objections to Library Media Materials, the complainant shall file form PBSD 1113 {"Objection 1o, Library Media Materials”) and this form

<.

d.

€.

can be obtained from the Prncipal or 2 designee. A ctopy of the form i also avallable on the District's forms Web sice at
ngsses df and is incorporated herein by reference as part of this Policy.

The complainant shall sigi: and sufficiently complete the applicable form in fts entirety for each | material to be considered, including stating the
basis of the objection, rerain one copy, and send one copy of the completed form to the prineipal of the school. Fuilure to sufficiently All ous the
Jovm along with complainant’s signature will result in the vefeceion of the farm and na formal review process under this subsection will be initiated,

A challenge to the same marterial(s) by multiple challengers within one school can be consolidated into one challenge for consideration by the
School Marerials Review Commircee, Principal, Superintendent, District Material Review Committee, and School Board {the reviewing persons
and entities) as sec forth in the below proceedings.

A challenge to multiple materials will require additional preparation time for the reviewing persons and entities set forth below. A challenge of
more than five materials will add an additional two (2) days per irem o the time deadlines for the school or District actions that are specified
within this Policy,

f. Yor matesials used i that school, the form and the macerial in question shall be studied by 1 Schoot Materials Review Commiteee appolnted on an

ad hoc basis by the school Peincipal, Representation on the School Materials Review Committee should reflect the diversity of the District and
school, and the following provisions apply:

i. The committee shall consist of the Principal or his/her designee of the school where the complaint was made; two teachers in the
appropriace subject area/grade; one teacher from another subjece area/grade; a library media specialist; 2 guidance counselor; one student
from the appropriate grade level or a studenr who is accomplished in the specific subject area {middie 2nd senior high school only); one
layperson from the school's Parent-Teacher Assoclation or the School Advisory Council; a representative designated by the Reglonal
Superintendent, and a representative from the District department representing Instructional Materials and/or Library Media Serviees.

it. The School Materials Review Commitwee shalt meer wichin fificen (15) school work days of receipt by the Principal of the




reconsideration farm, The complainant shall be notified of the commitree's meeting
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date and time and shall be invired ro presenc arguntents for no more than 10 minutes unless time is extended by the commitree for good
cause. A question/answer period or conumitree discussion may follow the presentation at the comumiteee's discretion.

-

The School Materials Review Comimittee shall solicit, if readily available, professionally written reviews of the materlal, from sources
such as those listed in School Board Policy 8. 12(7){(d)i).

iv. The Schao! Materials Review Commitiee shall be chaired by the Principal or his/her designee. A recorder of minuees shall be appointed
from the membership of the committee to take minutes and to record the recommendation of the committes.

<

If the review is not completed, the committee may schedule additional meerings, Within five (5} school work days of its final meeting, the
School Materials Review Committee shall prepare the committee’s reconimendation with supporting reasons and use form PBSD 1857,
School Materlals Review Committee Recommendations, or 2 sighed letrer written on school [etterhead. The fortm can be found

on the District's forms Web site at

dffl f_and is incorporated herein by reference.

g Guidelines for Committee's Recommendaton. - The School Materials Review Committer shall review enough of the relevant portions of the
material being challenged it order ro make an Informed recommendation. on the requese. The commictee shall also consider readily available
reviews of the materfal, study the comments on the complainant’s questionnaire, consider one or more of the evaluative criterls in Policy 8.12(7)
{for media center materials) or State requirements and guidetines and Policy 8,122 (for rexthools or other instructional matetials and reading lsts)
and shall render a declsion based on a majority vote,

The selection exiteria in Policy 8.12(7), for media center, shall be made available to all interested persons.

The recommendation w the Principal will be based on the selection eriteria in School Board Policy 8.12(7) {for media center materials),
State requirements and guidelines and School Board Policy
8,122 {for texrbooks and instructional materials), and the following additional factors and criteria:

A, educational significance of the marerialy

B. appropsiateness of age and maturtty level;

C. need and value 1o the collection/curriculum;
D. summation of the professional reviews on the media;
E. literary merit;

F. validity, accuracy, objectvity, and up-to-dare and appropriate information;

G. freedom from stercotypes, bias, prejudice or distortion; and

H. timeliness or permanence.

=

In addition, the recommendation shall also consider the provisions in the School Board's collective bargaining agreement with
CTA relating to academic freedom and responsibilities- Article II, Section K--to the extent those provisions are applicable.
However, pursuant to current case law, the committee may not recommend removal of non-curricubar books from the schoof's
media center or clissroom simply because 4 majority of the committee dislikes the ideas or the poinrs-of-view contalned in the
media center instrucrional or supplemental classroom instructional materials,

h. Commiuee's Recommendation to the Principal. - The committee's final recommendation shall be immediately forwarded to the school Prinelpal
and may be any or & combination of the following:

L. aflow the challenged matertal to maintaln its current status;

Hi. leave the challenged material in the classroom or library media cener, but allow students to use alternate materials approved by school
personnel who require the use of the disputed Item;

itt. ttmir the educarlonal use of the challenged material;
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tv, teansfer che challenged maverial to a higher level school (e, g, elementary to 2 middle school); and/or

v. temove the challenged materfal from che school enviconment.

i. Principul's Wilteen Decision, - Wiehin five (5) school work days atter receipt of the School Materials Review Commiteee’s reconunendation, the

Principal shall make 4 decision, based on the same criteriz constdered by the commivee as set forth in subsecdon (3)g} above, on whether 1o
follow the commistee’s recommendatton, and shall inforn the complainant in writing of the recommendation of the committee, the Principal's
decision, and the reasons for the recommendation and decision. This written communication must inform the complainant of the next level of
appeal under this policy and the time deadline if the decision is not the relief sought by the objecting party. Such communication shall be sent by
regular U. 8. Mail, and certified mail, return receipt requested,

4, District Level: Formal Appeal. - The complainanc may appeal the Principal's decision to the Superintendenr, subject to the following provisions,

X

o

£

€.

If the complainant appeals the Principal's deciston, the Principal shall send copies of all repores and communications to division and department
Izeads thar supervise Instructional Maverlals and Library Medta Services and to the appropriate Regional Superintendent,

Access to challenged materials shall not be restricted during the reconsideration process; the materlals shall remain in use unless the School
Materlals Review Committee, through formal vote, recommended removal of the instructional materfals to the Principal, and the decision o
remove is made by the Principal.

Within ewenty (20} calendar days of the date of the Principal's decision, the complainant shall notfy ehe Superinrendent in writing of the request
tov appeal, Faslure to comply with these requirements witl vesuit in the appeal not being considered,

Within twenty (20) school worle days of receipt of such reguest, the Superintendent or his/her designee and appropriate staff shail review the
action taken at the school level and issue a decision based on the same criteria ser forth in subsection (3){g) above and with the same alternative
results as set forth in subseetion (3)(h) above, If the decision does not include further mview by the Superintendent/designee (and District
Maverials Review Conuniteee), the complainant shall be so notified of the decision and be informed of the ability and deadline to request »
writing an appearance to appeal directly to The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida in accordance with this Policy. Notice to the
complainant shall be made by vegular U, 8, Mail and ceetified nail, recurn recelpt requested.

If the Superintendent finds cause for further review, the complaint shall be submirted to 4 Diswict Materiats Review Commiteee whose
repressntation reflects the diversity of the District and sehool, appointed o an ad hos basis by the Superintendent or his/her designee, sccording
w0 the followlng provisions:

i. Representation: on Districe Inseractional Materials Commiteees should reflect the diversity of the District and schools,

ii. Individuals_on_the District Matetials Review Commiitiee .cannot be the same as those that sesved .on the School Materials Review
Commitree,

fit, The committee shall consist of the Chief Academic Officer or his/her designee; an appropriate Reglonal Superintendent or designee; one
Principal at the appropriate level; a division or department head that supervises Instructional Macerials, and/or Library Media Services,
an appropriate subject area Administrator/Program Planner; one teacher in the appropriate subject area/grade; one library media
specialist; one student from the appropriate grade fevel or a student who is accomplished in the specific subject area {middle and senior
high only); a representative from the Palm Beach County Conneil of Parent-Teacher Associations who will be appointed by the President
of the District Associatlon, 4 representative from the District Academic Advisory Committee; and one by person, The General Counsel
to the School Board, or destgnared atrorney(s) of hisher Office, may be invited to provide legal advice to the Comunitgee, if deemed
appropriate by the Superintendent,

iv. Io the event that » person fram a position named above cannot be present ar the Districe Materials Review Comunditee meeting(s), the
Superintendent may appoint an altegnate,

v, District Materlals Review Committee Procedures

A, The District Materials Review Committee shall be chuired by the Chicf Academic Officer or his/her designee. A recorder of
minutes shafl be appointed from the membership of the connmittee fo take minutes and te record the recommendation of the
comtnittee.




B.
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The Districr Materfals Review Committee shall solicit, if readily available, professionally written reviews of the marerial, fom
sources such as those listed in Policy 8.12(7)(d){ii).

The District Marerials Review Conunittee shall meer and provide & reconnmendation with swpporting reasons to the
Superintendent within twenry {20} school work days of receipt of the referral from the Superintendent, based on the criteria ser
farth in subparagraph (4)(e)(v)}(D) and paragraph (vi) below. The complainant shall be notified of the committec's meeting date
and dme and shall be invited o present argument for no more than 10 minutes, unless time is extended by the committee for
good canse. A question/answer petiod or committee discussion may follow the presentation ar the cormmittee s discrecion.

I the review Is not complered, the commictse may schedule additional meetings. Within five
{5) school work days of its final meeting, the District Materials Review Commiteee shall prepare the committee’s
recommendations with supporting reasons.

f. Guidelines for Recommendation to the Superintendenr, -- The Discrier Marterials Review Comumittee shall review enough of the relevant
portions of the material being challenged in order to make an informed recommendation on the request. The commitree shall also consider
readily available reviews of the material, seudy the comments on the complainant's questionnaire, consider one or more of the evalpative criterin in
School Board Policy 8.12(7) (for media center marerials) or State requirements and guidelines and School Board Policy 8,122 {for textbooks and
instructional matetials) and shull render a decision based on a majority vote,

i. The Selection Criveria in Folicy 8.12(7) {for media center maserials} shall be made available to all interested persons.

il. The recommendation to the Superintendent will be based on the selection criteria in School Board Policy 8.12(7) (for media center |
materials), State requireinents and guidelines and School Board Policy 8122 (for textbooks and instructional maverlals), as well as the

following criteria;

A

B

D

G

H

—

gducational significance of the material;
appropriateness of age and macarity level;

need and value to the collection/curriculum
summation of the professional reviews on the media

literary merit;

. validity, accuracy, objectivity, and up-to-date and appropriate fnformarion;

freedom from stereotypes, bias, prefudice or distortion; and
timeliness or permanence.

In addition, the recommendation shall also consider the provisions in the School Board's eollective bargaining agreement with
CTA relating to zcademic fieedom and responsibilltes- Article I, Section K--to the extent those provisions are applicable,
However, pursuant to current case law, the commitiee may not recommend removal of non-currtcular books from the school's
media center or classroom simply because 2 majorisy of the commirree dislikes the ideas or the polts-of-view contained in the
media cenrer or supplemental classroom instructional materials,

g Comnietee's Recommendation to the Superintendent, ~ The recommendation of the Diserict Materials Review Coramittee and the basis for
that recommendasion shall be transmicced o the Superintendent; the Chief Academic Officer, the Principal of the school that received the
original complatnt; and the complainant.

h.

Superintendent's/Designee’s Wricken Decision. - The Superintendent or his/her designee shall make a final decision, based on the same crireria
cotsidered by the commitese as set forth in subiparagraph (4)(f) above, within five (S} school work days of receipt of the Districe Materials Review
Commirtee recommendation, and send ¢ written report of thar decision  che Chief Academic Officer, che appropriate Assistant
Superinrendent, the Principal of the school; and the complainace, The written decision shall state procedures and time limits to appeal to the Board
if the complatnant is dissatsgffed. This decision shall be senc e the complainant by regular U. 8. mail and certified mail, rettuen receipt reguested.
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i. The Department of Communications & Engapement shall nake the selection ctiveria and a copy of the material(s) in question availabte for review
upen request of rerested persons,

5. Board Level Appeal

a. The complainant may appeal the dectsion of the Superineendent/designee to the School Boged under subsection (4)(b) or paragraph ()(d) above
by filing « signed writing with the School Board Clerk within thirty (30} days of the decision and may request an appearance before the School
Board.

L. After notice to the appealing party, the School Board Level review shall occut at a public mecting and allow presentation of evidence, The School
Board's decision shall be based on the same eriteria considered by the Superintendent as ses forth in subscetions (4)(F) and (h) above,

6. Policy Awareness

a. A copy of the selection and reconsiderasion procedures as set forth in this Policy and in Board Policy 8.12 should be 2 part of the Collection
Development Plan for each school library media center and should be available for easy access and reference.

b. Each school Principal should include at a minimunz, 2 summary or references to this Challenge Policy and School Board Policy 8.12 in the schook's
staff handboolk and shalt review the selection and reconsiderasion procedures with the seaff as needed, emphasizing Board policy pertaining to the
teaching of contraversial fssues and the ethics] considerations that are needed in handling citizen complaints with courtesy and integrity.

7. Reporting Objections

a. HB 1467 (2022}, which creaved Fla, Srat. § 1006.28 (2){¢} requires thae:

“Annually, beginniag June 30, 2023, [the Schaof Board] submit w the Commissioner of Education a report that identifies: a. Bach
material for which the school district received an objection pursuane to [Fla. Stat. 1006.28] subparagraph (2)2 [regarding an objection
by a parent or a resident of the county to the use of a specific instructional material or any material used in a classroom, made available
in a school library, or included on a reading list] for the school year and the specific objections thereto, b, Each material that was
remaved or discontinued as a result of an objection. ¢, The grade level and course for which 4 removed or discontinued matesial was
used, as applicable.”

b. However, Fla, Stat. § 1011.67 Funds for instructional materials selating to the Superintendent report due to the Commissioner of Education
by July 1 seates:

“The certification inust identify any material thar received an objection pursuant to s, 1006.28 for the school year and the specific objections
thereto, each material that was removed or discontineed as 4 result of an objection, and the grade level and course for which a removed or
discontinued material was used, a5 applicable.”

¢ Accordingly, chis data must be collected for these reports in a manner 45 determined by the Superintendent/designee.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Fla, Stat. §,§ 120.81 (1) (a)s 1001.32 (2); 1001.41(1)(2) & $);
1001.42 (2)(11)(13) & (29)

LAWS IMPLEMENTED: Fla. Stat. §§ 1001,32(2); 1001.42(1)(2) & (3% 1001.42 (2)(11)
(13) & (29); 1001.42(7) & {17)a); 1001,43(2)(3); 1003.42;
1006.28; 1006.31; 1006.34; 1006.40; 1006.41; 847.012

HISTORY: 5/7/2008; 1/24/2018 11/30/2022

RELATED POLICIES:
Schoot Board Policy 8,122 Textbooks and Related Instructional Materials School Board Policy 8.12
Selection of Library Media Center Materials School Board Policy 5.735 Parent's Bill of Rights




Appendix E

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PALM BEACH COUNTY
LIBRARY MEDIA SERVICES

Objections to Library Media Materials

For use by 8 parent, smanglpated student, crvasldent of the sourdy who is challenging library madia materfals.
Chack the appropriale bax i you are-cbieciing as 2 paredl; or emancipated student, or 4s a resident of thig gounty.
] Paranvemancipated student {73 Counly resident

if a8 a resklebt, chack any applicabls boxws,

[3 1 have muintalned a residence Iy Florkia [ 1 héve purchaged, Jeaged, or acquired a horme 1 } have estabiished a domicie In
L fgrthe post vesr, -4 poeupied by me-ad my restdenda. -+ Flofida.
Brtool # [ Sehood Name Date
Author Tifie
[} Hardeovir Bosk [" Fapetbaci Book T ovn [ eBaok 71 Film 77 Othar
BPoblaber §f kiswnl
Reguast Iniflated By ' Phons Number
Strest Atldrasa . . Cly Btate Zlp Gadn

Ohlasiing pacty [} Individual 7} Group E71 Qrganization [ Other

Nato of grouplofganizatton/other

To what do you chject? (be spealie)

Why do you ohiect 1o this materal?

For what age group woutd you recompnend s matarial?

Vet ara-the strangftis of this materipl?

DI you review this matera? {1 Yas 7] No
Are you svare of the judgmaent of this metarial by lbrary and asboritative eritics? [} Yes {7 Ne

What do you ballave ls the funcllon of ils malarial?

Wit woutd-yau Tke the school to do abibut this materal?.

Inits place, what migterial of squal guality woult you racommand that would convéy as valuable 8 pleture and parspective of our civilizetion?

Print Nene of Objecting Patty/Resident Blgnatura of Objecting Party/iesident Date
PERED 141 v, T1282047) ORIGINAL - Prinalpal QOPY- Qbjeuting Paty COPY - Instroctional Matarials
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